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Electronic Export Information – Frequently Asked Questions

1) Q:
What is EEI – Electronic Export Information?

A:
EEI - Electronic Export Information, is a U.S. Commerce Department declaration that is required by law and regulation to enable the Bureau of Industry and Security (Commerce), U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the Department of State, and other U.S. Government agencies to enforce laws related to the export of goods. It is also used by the U.S. Census Bureau to compile official U.S. export statistics. It was formerly known as SED – Shipper’s Export Declaration

2) Q:
Are EEIs required for every shipment?

A:
Shipments from one shipper to one consignee where the individual Schedule B/HTS item is valued at equal or less than $2500 are exempted from EEI submission; unless the shipment is traveling under an export license or is destined to a restricted country (e.g. Libya, North Korea)
3) Q:  What is the purpose of the Letter of Authorization (LOA)?

A:  The purpose of the LOA is to authorize the US freight forwarder to 

· complete the Electronic Export Information (EEI) that is required by US Census and CBP and submit it through Census’ Automated Export System (AES).  

· determine US license requirements (in a US Routed Export Transaction).

· review the shipment details for compliance with all US export control laws.


It is important for the Foreign Principal Party in Interest (FPPI) signing the LOA to be completely forthcoming with their intent for the US Export which may include providing the EIN (US tax number) of the USPPI – US Prinicipal Party in Interest (usually the US supplier of the goods).

Providing false or misleading information may result in fines or penalties against the company and/or individual providing the false or misleading information.
4) Q:  Who is required to sign the LOA?

A:  The LOA must be signed by an official of the Principal Party in Interest - PPI supplying the routing instructions to the forwarder.  Although Census and US Customs do not define “official” it is recommended that the LOA is signed by someone at a supervisory level.

5) Q:  Is a separate LOA required for each shipment; each supplier?
A: Unless specifically restricted, only one LOA is required for all US export shipments tendered on behalf of the Principal Party in Interest (PPI) signing the LOA regardless of transport mode, origin or destination, supplier.

6) Q:  What is a US Routed Export Transaction
A:  A US Routed Export Transaction is an export shipment from the US where the foreign Consignee provides the routing instructions to the freight forwarder. Examples would be ex Works or FOB shipments, also collect shipments may indicate the routing to be controlled by Consignee.  The Consignee thus is considered to be the Foreign Principal Party in Interest – FPPI and is expected to authorize the preparation and submission of the EEI by issuing a Letter of Authorization

7) Q:  What if the Foreign Principal Party in Interest (FPPI) refuses to sign the LOA?

A:
If the FPPI (consignee) refuses to sign the LOA, the US forwarder is not authorized to file the EEI or handle the export control functions of a shipment.  It would be illegal for a US forwarder to facilitate an export without the signed LOA.  

8) Q:  Can the Foreign Principal Party In Interest file its own EEI?

A:
No.  Only US persons can be authorized to complete and transmit the EEI.

9) Q  Can a Principal Party in Interest (PPI) sign multiple LOAs

A:  Yes.  The PPI is not restricted to using only one forwarder.

10) Q  Is the LOA a new requirement?

A:
No, a Letter of Authorization (LOA) or Power of Attorney has always been required.
11) Q  Can an LOA be revoked or cancelled?
A:  Yes the PPI can revoke or cancel the LOA but it must be done in writing.  However, it is not necessary to do so; as the PPI can simply no longer tender any further shipments to the forwarder.

